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Summary
The introduction of MMRY into the routine childhood vaccination schedule

« The NHS is introducing MMRYV vaccination into the routine childhood vaccination schedule from 1 January 2026 to replace
MMR vaccination.

« Ajoint NHS England and UKHSA letter was published on 318t October 2025 outlining the introduction of varicella (in the
combined MMRYV vaccine) and the eligibility cohorts. This letter can be seen here. The new routine MMRYV vaccine schedule will
offer 2 doses with the first dose recommended at the 12-month appointment. The second dose will be offered at the new 18-
month appointment. Older children will receive a second dose at 3 years 4 months.

» A catch-up appointment to offer varicella protection will be offered to children aged 3 years 4 months to under the age of 6
years on 31 December 2025 who have not had either chickenpox infection or two prior doses of varicella vaccine.

« The vaccine change and the move of the second dose of a measles containing vaccine from 3 years 4 months to 18 months has
been introduced following the recommendation of the introduction of a varicella vaccine by the JCVI.

« A combined vaccine was recommended by JCVI, adding varicella protection into the schedule without the need for an additional
vaccination. Read the full statement here

* Previous childhood vaccine schedule changes launched in July 2025, including the new hexavalent 18-month appointment, and
the change in timing of the second MenB and first PCV vaccines, have been formally communicated through a published NHSE
and UKHSA _etter here on 30 April 2025.

» This pack provides information and materials to support the implementation of the MMRYV vaccine.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-a-routine-varicella-mmrv-vaccination-programme/introduction-of-a-routine-varicella-mmrv-vaccination-programme-for-children-at-one-year-and-at-18-months
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-childhood-immunisation-schedule-jcvi-statement/joint-committee-on-vaccination-and-immunisation-jcvi-statement-on-changes-to-the-childhood-immunisation-schedule
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-schedule-letter/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-vaccination-schedule-from-1-july-2025-and-1-january-2026-letter#Table2

MMRYV background

The introduction of varicella




What is MMRV?

Routine childhood vaccine for measles, mumps, rubella and varicella

« The MMRYV vaccine is a 2 dose combined vaccine that includes protection against measles, mumps, rubella and varicella
(chickenpox).

« There are two versions of MMRYV vaccine available for order on Immform. ProQuad ® contains porcine gelatine and Priorix
Tetra ® does not contain porcine gelatine. The vaccines are considered clinically equivalent and interchangeable.

« The MMRYV vaccine has been successfully used in children in other countries for decades, including Germany and Canada,
Australia and the United States

 ProQuad® and Priorix-Tetra® are both live attenuated vaccines which means they contain weakened forms of the viruses that
cause measles, mumps, rubella, and varicella.

A combined MMRYV vaccine will be offered from 1st January 2026, instead of MMR, as part of the childhood routine vaccination
schedule. Eligibility for MMRV will be based on date of birth.




Why do we need a varicella vaccine?

Protecting young children from the serious complications of chickenpox

Whilst most cases of chicken pox are relatively mild, but in some children, complications can occur including
» Bacterial infection of skin lesions, which accounts for 11% of complications among children admitted to hospital for
varicella (source).
* Invasive group A Streptococcal infection (IGAS).
» Neurological complications, for example acute cerebellar ataxia (1 in 4,000 cases in children) (source)
* Inrare cases, encephalitis (1 in 33,000 to 55,000 cases), pneumonitis and stroke (source).

Since the varicella vaccination programme was introduced in the USA, it is estimated that, in 25 years, more than 91 million
varicella cases, 238,000 hospitalisations, and almost 2,000 deaths have been averted (source)

The introduction of a varicella vaccine will help to prevent severe cases of chickenpox and other serious complications. The
introduction of a varicella vaccine is expected to reduce the number of chickenpox cases dramatically and rapidly.

Most children who contract chickenpox are unwell for several days and will miss 5 or more days of school or nursery, with some
parents needing to take time of work to care for them.

Recent sero-epidemiology data (UKHSA) indicates that 50% of children have had chickenpox by the time they are 4 years old.

For more information on varicella, see the Green Book: Varicella: the green book, chapter 34 - GOV.UK



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals#1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals?preview=8973505
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals#2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals#6
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fvaricella-the-green-book-chapter-34&data=05%7C02%7Cmikhaila.brentnall%40nhs.net%7C1221b5740b194e00e7a208de33276085%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639004441408375562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=puFutp3dHF3ek%2BCGP0i%2BTBSgyxHOyXS9DB9LNaym1qk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fvaricella-the-green-book-chapter-34&data=05%7C02%7Cmikhaila.brentnall%40nhs.net%7C1221b5740b194e00e7a208de33276085%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639004441408375562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=puFutp3dHF3ek%2BCGP0i%2BTBSgyxHOyXS9DB9LNaym1qk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fvaricella-the-green-book-chapter-34&data=05%7C02%7Cmikhaila.brentnall%40nhs.net%7C1221b5740b194e00e7a208de33276085%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639004441408375562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=puFutp3dHF3ek%2BCGP0i%2BTBSgyxHOyXS9DB9LNaym1qk%3D&reserved=0

Why combine varicella with MMR?

Greater protection against 4 diseases

« The MMRYV vaccine has been shown to create long lasting protection against all four diseases.

+ After 2 doses of MMRYV in children aged 11 — 22 months vaccine efficacy was 95% in a 10 year follow up, and a 25-year
surveillance in the USA has shown no decrease in vaccination effectiveness over time when using a 2-dose schedule
(source).

« Using a combined vaccine for both the first and second dose would mean fewer injections are needed in a single
immunisation visit.

* Previous attitudinal work has suggested that having fewer injections is preferred among parents, and a recent study
(Sherman and others) among UK parents indicated that a combined varicella vaccine was preferred to separate vaccines.

* In countries introducing am MMRYV 2-dose schedule, younger cohorts not eligible for vaccination have also seen reduced
incidence because of reduced community transmission (source).



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals#5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals#5:%7E:text=In%20countries%20introducing%20a%202%2Ddose%20schedule%2C%20younger%20cohorts%20not%20eligible%20for%20vaccination%20have%20also%20seen%20reduced%20incidence%20because%20of%20reduced%20community%20transmission.

MMRY routine schedule

Eligible cohorts



Why is the vaccination schedule changing?

Overview

MMR / MMRV

Following recommendation from JCVI, an announcement was made to bring forward the second dose of MMR in the routine
schedule to 18 months from 1 January 2026. This is to help improve uptake and provide earlier protection from measles,
mumps and rubella.

The decision announced that children turning 18 months on or after 1 January 2026 (DOB on or after 1 July 2024) will be
offered their 2nd MMR dose when they attend for the new 18-month appointment.

Further announcements from DHSC accepted the JCVI decision to include varicella in the MMR vaccine to create MMRV.
Children who miss out on MMR or MMRYV continue to remain eligible for life.

Other childhood routine vaccination changes that took effect from 1 July 2025

MenB brought forward to 12 weeks from 16 weeks

PCV moved to 16 weeks from 12 weeks

Menitorix (Hib / MenC) no longer in the schedule for those born on or after 1 July 2024
Further information on these changes from 1 July 2025 is available here



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-schedule-letter/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-vaccination-schedule-from-1-july-2025-and-1-january-2026-letter
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-schedule-letter/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-vaccination-schedule-from-1-july-2025-and-1-january-2026-letter
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-schedule-letter/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-vaccination-schedule-from-1-july-2025-and-1-january-2026-letter
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-schedule-letter/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-vaccination-schedule-from-1-july-2025-and-1-january-2026-letter
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-schedule-letter/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-vaccination-schedule-from-1-july-2025-and-1-january-2026-letter
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-schedule-letter/changes-to-the-routine-childhood-vaccination-schedule-from-1-july-2025-and-1-january-2026-letter

MMRYV cohort eligibility

Eligibility of the MMRYV vaccine, as part of the routine schedule, is
dependent upon date of birth

Date of birth

Age on 31 December 2025

New programme from 1

Child’s full MMR / MMRV

01/01/2025 or later

Under 1 year

January 2026

2 doses of MMRYV at 12 and 18
months

schedule

12 months: MMRV
18 months: MMRV

01/07/2024 to 31/12/2024

1 year to under 18 months

2 doses of MMRYV at 18 months
and 3 years 4 months

12 months: MMR
18 months: MMRV
3 years 4 months: MMRV

01/09/2022 to 30/06/2024

18 months to under 3 years 4
months

1 dose of MMRYV at 3 years 4
months

12 months: MMR
3 years 4 months: MMRV

01/01/2020 to 31/08/2022

3 years 4 months to under 6
years

Selective catch-up from 1 Nov
2026 to 31 Mar 2028

12 months: MMR dose 1
3 years 4 months: MMR dose 2
+ MMRYV catch up offer

31/12/2019 or before

6 years old and older

Not eligible

12 months: MMR dose 1
3 years 4 months: MMR dose 2

For more details on eligibility please see the Bipartite Letter



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/introduction-of-a-routine-varicella-mmrv-vaccination-programme/introduction-of-a-routine-varicella-mmrv-vaccination-programme-for-children-at-one-year-and-at-18-months

MMRYV catch up campaign

A one off selective catch-up for those under 6 years

« Aone-dose MMRYV selective catch-up programme will be delivered between 15t November 2026 and 31st March 2028 at GP
practices for eligible children

« Children eligible for the catch up are those who

« were born between 1 January 2020 and 315t August 2022
* have no history of chickenpox or have not had two doses of a varicella vaccination

« There are no safety concerns with giving the vaccine to those who have had chickenpox or private varicella vaccination.
« There is no requirement for GP practices to check chickenpox history of those who respond for the catch-up offer.
*  More information on the selective catch-up will be communicated after the January launch of the MMRYV vaccine.
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Calculating which vaccine to give

Online calculator to work out eligibility

Here is an easy-to-use Childhood Immunisation Schedule calculator to help health care practitioners populate the correct routine
schedule for each child. This should not be used for children who attend late for their scheduled appointment when the algorithm
for uncertain or incomplete vaccination schedule or clinical judgement should be used.

| 4§ UK Health Security Agency s e | 8% UK Health Security Agency

Childhood immunisation schedule calculator

Childhood Immunisation Eligibility Calculator

Childhood immunisation schedule is changing.
Use this calculator to help you understand and plan what vaccines a child is due and when.

JCVI have made recommendations to change the childhood immunisation schedule and these recommendations have been accepted.

Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) statement on changes to the childhood immunisation schedule - GOV.UK
Details of the recommendations can be found here:

Changes to the routine childhood vaccination schedule

Input child's date
of

1 Visit 2 Visit 3 Visit 4 Visit 5 3 fmmhs
s 12 weeks 16 weeks 12 months 18 months g =

1 D

b-H DTaP-IPy-Hib-HepB o \i-Hib-Hey DTaP-IPy-Hib-HepB dTaP-IPY

DOTaP:

birth below: SreE

To calculate when a baby or child is due which vaccines,

enter their date of birth in the calculator worksheet.

NB: This calcul inati are admini: d in line
with the routine UK childh d i isati hedule. It is i ded

to support clinicians but does not replace clinical judgement or
clinical decision making. If any vaccinations are missed, delayed or
incomplete, do not use this calculator and instead refer to the UKHSA|
algorithm document:

Vaccination of individuals with uncertain or immunisation status

With thanks to Mark Frost, |

In ling with the date for the first 18 month appointments for the
hexavalent vaccine, children who turn 18 months on or after
01 January 2026 will receive MMR at their 18 month
appointment. Bringing MMR dose 2 forward is expected to
improve coverage and reduce the likelihood of measles
outbreaks. It also ensures a further opportunity at 3 years and 4
months to offer MMR if not received at 18 months.

270512025 24106{2025 2210712025 010HZ026 0110/2026

| The 12 week appointment i shanging from 1 July 2025, Patients who attend 12 week appointment on or after 1.July should be given IWen B [dose 2). |

Attheir 16 week sppaintment these patients wil be oifered PCY (dose f). Check vaccination histon 1o ensuré conect schedule is completed.

, SW

and § ing team for support in the development of this tool.

Click here to access and download the calculator tool
Click to access the uncertain or incomplete vaccination algorithm

12


https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Immunisation/CIEC1EN
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-individuals-with-uncertain-or-incomplete-immunisation-status

Health Care Practitioner guidance

Published guides for the MMRYV vaccine and new routine schedule

The following guides have been published for health care practitioners to advise and support the delivery of the new schedule and
the MMRYV vaccine introduction.

MMRYV Training slide set MMRYV Patient Group Direction
MMRYV and febrile convulsions (FC) MMR Patient Direction Group
A visual quide to vaccines Vaccine E learning sessions

Complete routine immunisation schedule

MMRYV programme: information for healthcare practitioners

13


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/measles-mumps-rubella-and-varicella-mmrv-vaccination-programme
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/692f217c345e31ab14ecf900/UKHSA_13508_MMRV_febrile_convulsions_infographic_A4_1pp_08_WEB.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-visual-guide-to-vaccines-poster
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-patient-group-direction-pgd-template
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmr-patient-group-direction-pgd-template
https://support.e-lfh.org.uk/

Childhood routine
vaccinations

Trends and key messages

14



Vaccine uptake data

0-5 Childhood vaccines have been in decline for over a decade

The WHO advises the need for vaccine uptake / coverage to be at 95% to stop transmission of infectious diseases.

Over the past decade most of the childhood vaccination uptake rates in England have declined and none of the routine
vaccinations are at 95%.

The latest MMR vaccine uptake is below the recommended 95%, with some areas of the country below 70%.
The latest coverage figures for MMR (July — September 2025) showed

By age 2 years 88.1% Not applicable
By age 5 years 92% 83.5%

In some areas of London that already vaccinate for MMR at 18 months rather than 3 years 4 months, the uptake has improved
compared to other areas. It is hoped that moving the appointment for the second dose forward to 18 months will improve uptake
across the country.

The latest published quarterly data for childhood immunisations (0-5 years) England and your area is here

15


https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/cover-of-vaccination-evaluated-rapidly-cover-programme-2025-to-2026-quarterly-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/cover-of-vaccination-evaluated-rapidly-cover-programme-2025-to-2026-quarterly-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/cover-of-vaccination-evaluated-rapidly-cover-programme-2025-to-2026-quarterly-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/cover-of-vaccination-evaluated-rapidly-cover-programme-2025-to-2026-quarterly-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/cover-of-vaccination-evaluated-rapidly-cover-programme-2025-to-2026-quarterly-data

Key messages

Vaccine schedule changes 2025 -2026

From 1 July 2025, the NHS made changes to the childhood vaccination schedule to better protect children against serious
diseases. Some vaccines will be given earlier, providing protection when children need it most.

Changes to the childhood vaccination schedule will see children receive some vaccinations earlier, protecting them at a younger
age and increasing their protection against vaccine preventable illnesses.

While uptake is still high, vaccination uptake has been declining across England for over ten years.
The new schedule changes have been recommended to optimise the overall protection of children in England.

MMRYV / MMR vaccine

The MMRV vaccine protects against four highly infectious diseases, measles, mumps, rubella and varicella (chickenpox)

The first MMRYV vaccine is now offered at the 12 month routine childhood vaccine appointment, with a second offered at the 18
month appointment

The MMRV vaccine is not a new vaccine, it has been safely used for decades in other countries including Australia, Germany,
Canada and the USA.

The MMR vaccine has been given at 18 months in some London boroughs with results showing that MMR2 coverage was higher
in those boroughs compared to those given at 3 years 4 months (source).

16


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264410X21016194

Key messages

Chickenpox

Chicken pox (varicella) is a highly infectious disease that can be unpleasant for children. Whilst most children experience mild
symptoms, some can go on to have serious complications such as pneumonia, skin infections and hospitalisation.

Overall vaccine messages

Childhood vaccines alone prevent between 3.5 and 5 million deaths every year across the globe (source).

Vaccination saves lives and protects people’s health. It ranks second only to clean water as the most effective public health
intervention to prevent disease (source).

Vaccination has transformed public health, helping people live longer, healthier lives by protecting against diseases that can cause
death or serious harm.

Children remain eligible for both doses of their eligible measles containing vaccine for life (MMR / MMRV).

If you or your child has missed routine vaccines, contact your GP practice to make an appointment to catch up on any missed
doses.

The childhood vaccine schedule offers protection against serious illnesses. There are now three routine vaccination appointments
before the age of one year old and three after they turn one year old.

It is important that your child receives their vaccines when they are invited to offer the best timely protection against serious
diseases.

17


https://www.who.int/health-topics/vaccines-and-immunization#tab=tab_1
https://www.ovg.ox.ac.uk/news/the-global-value-of-vaccination

MMR and MMRV

Ordering the vaccine and payment

18



Vaccine ordering

MMR and MMRYV should be stocked

*  Orders for both MMR and MMRYV can be made on ImmForm here
« Both MMR and MMRYV should now be stocked as part of the childhood routine vaccination schedule from 1 January 2026.

« MMRV is to be offered to children born after 1st January 2020 who will be eligible for MMRYV either as part of the routine
schedule or the catch-up campaign.

« Those eligible on the routine vaccine schedule to receive MMRYV continue to be eligible for MMRV for life.
« Adults and children who have missed their MMR vaccinations continue to be eligible for life

19


https://portal.immform.ukhsa.gov.uk/

Vaccine ordering
Porcine gelatine

There are 2 MMRYV vaccines, ProQuad and Priorix-Tetra which are
considered clinically equivalent and interchangeable.

* ProQuad contains porcine gelatine (gelatine from pigs)
*  Priorix Tetra does not contain porcine gelatine

The following quote has been provided by BIMA (British Islamic Medical
Association)

‘An MMRYV vaccine that does not contain porcine gelatine called Priorix-

Tetra is available. If you want your child to have this vaccine or to find out

more information speak to your nurse or GP.” Dr Sahira Dar, President
BIMA

R e
7 Priorix-Tetrd” s

UK Health
Security
Agency

Vaccines and
porcine gelatine

This leaflet describes how and why porcine
gelatine is used in vaccines

The issue of pork ingredients in some
vaccines has raised concems armong
BOME growps.
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What is gelatine?
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"
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Porcine gelatine information
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https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Immunisation/1265468AEN001

Vaccination payments

Administering Vaccination in the National Routine Vaccination Schedule
(NHS programme)

« GP practices are commissioned to deliver vaccinations that fall under the National Routine Vaccination Schedule alongside
some selective vaccination programmes for patients in clinical risk groups as per the Green Book recommendation.

« Under the GP contract, Paragraphs 19(4) and 19(5) in Part 5 of the Statement of Financial Entitlements (SFE) set out the
circumstances in which a practice is eligible for an item of Service (l0S) payment for delivering a vaccination. These
circumstances would have due regard to the requirements set out in tables 1-3 (see pages 12-14 of the 2025 SFE amendment
(No. 5), including where this may be for medical reasons.

21


https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fthe-complete-routine-immunisation-schedule&data=05%7C01%7Clucy.pylypiw1%40nhs.net%7Ce0eb13fd9d2c4d75672a08db82c7a133%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638247566140442159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zqHq5pNUKOWGvf3x2v39Ooo1IA%2FPRQGCx56hMePfYSo%3D&reserved=0
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6839d882e0f10eed80aafb7e/Green_Book_Chapter_11_Routine_Immunisation_05.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/general-medical-services-statement-of-financial-entitlements-directions

Publications assets

For childhood vaccinations



Published assets

Complete Routine Childhood Schedules — for health care practitioners

The overview of vaccinations and when they are offered has now been updated to include the changes to the childhood schedule, the
complete schedule through into adulthood and a visual guide showing the different vaccine products. These can be displayed in health

care settings for health care providers to refer to. They are not for public use. These are available at the links below

| #4% UK Heatth Security Agency INHS| | 85 UK Health Security Agency | &l UK Health Security Agency

The complete routine immunisation schedule From 1 January 2026
je due t ine gil Usual site!
y wcron |

A visual guide to vaccines . :

used in the routine immunisation schedule | January 2026

;;;;;

Routine childhood immunisations The complete routine immunisation schedule

A visual quide to vaccines
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69285fc59c1eda2cdf0341fa/UKHSA_13347_Visual_guide_to_vaccines_poster_update_from_Jan_2026_08_WEB.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6929c188345e31ab14ecf759/UKHSA_13284_Routine_Childhood_imms_schedule_20_WEB.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6929c188345e31ab14ecf759/UKHSA_13284_Routine_Childhood_imms_schedule_20_WEB.pdf

Published assets

MMRYV vaccine poster & guides for parents

This is to be displayed in high traffic areas in health care settings, pre-schools, nurseries and other childcare settings to increase
awareness of the MMRYV vaccine amongst parents and carers

s NHS|
&Hm NHS | UK Health
i | Agency
MMRV Vaccine A guide to the :
From 1st January 2026 MMRY MMRYV VaCCInatlon
will be offered as part of the
routine immunisation schedule that protects against > 2
to protect children from: v “ ? measles, mumps, rubella
@ measles ,~ 9./"‘ and chickenpox (varicella).

& mumps
@ rubella .
& chickenpox (varicella)
- .
ot A
f"‘_‘ Al
L e 5 e wfﬁ - *‘—"’/;‘1
@frstdoseﬁmo ths e ",

onths of age

g b S

MMRYV vaccine poster

@ mmunisation

heiping 1o protect evenyare al every age

A quide to MMRYV vaccination
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https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/MMRV%20programme%20-%20measles%2C%20mumps%2C%20rubella%20and%20chickenpox%20vaccine/9797EN001
https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/MMRV%20programme%20-%20measles%2C%20mumps%2C%20rubella%20and%20chickenpox%20vaccine/9791EN002

Published assets

MMRYV vaccine guide and poster for parents

This poster is for display in high traffic areas and this leaflet is intended for use in postal invites to give to parents and carers further

information about the new 18 month appointment.

NHS

Security

‘UKHBaIth
Agency

Is your child
18 months of age?

& M your child was born on or after 30 June 2024
@ they will need to have their next vaccinations at 18 months

*Your child needs to have their:

& last6in1and

& second MMR vaccine

To protect them against Dightheria,
tetanus, partussis (whooping coughl,
poiic, Hasmophilus influenzae type b (Hib),
hepatitis B, measles, mumps and rubella.

hitps:/igreo.de/1Bmon

NHS|

UK Heatth
Security
Agency

A guide to vaccinations

for children
aged 18 months

for children born on or after 1 July 2024
Features the combined measles, mumps,
rubella and chickenpox vaccine immunisation
schedule from January 2026

@ mmunisation

the safest way to protect your child

Leaflet to be sent
with the 18 month
appointment
invitation. A link is
available for text
and email
invitations.

Is your child 18 months of age poster A quide to vaccinations for children aged 18 months
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https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Childhood%20immunisations/C25CC182EN
https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Childhood%20immunisations/C2518CC1EN

Published assets

Childhood vaccines at one year

This leaflet is available to download, print, order and a link for use in texts and emails. It can be used to give to parents at their
appointments and to include in invitations.

™ INHS| The site also includes a range of languages and formats for this

Seary leaflet including

A guide to immunisations Audio Albanian Latvian

at one year Easy Read Arabic Lithuanian
Bengali Portuguese
Bulgarian Polish
Chinese Pashto
Dari Punjabi
Estonian Romanian
Farsi Romany
French Russian
Greek Somali
Guijarati Spanish

Features the immunisation Hindi Tagalog

schedule from July 2025 |ta||an

@ mmunisation

the safest wey to protect your child

A quide to immunisations at one year
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https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Childhood%20immunisations/PCQG12EN

Published assets
A guide for up to 13 months of age

This leaflet is available to download, print, order and a link is available for use in texts and emails.

INHS'|
INCLUDES SCHEDULE FROM JANUARY 2026
% guide to Immutisation up 1o This is for parents of newborns
13 months of age or shortly after birth to raise
For babies born on or after awareness of the baby
jglanuary 2025 - appointments, up to the age of

13 months, including the
information about the first MMRV
appointment.

This can be given at an early
baby appointment or in the first
vaccine invitation.

the safest way to protect your child

A quide to immunisations up to 13 months of age
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https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Childhood%20immunisations/C25CC131EN

Published assets

MMR leaflet

This MMR leaflet is available to download, print, order and a link for use in texts and emails. This is for use in those older children and
adults who have not yet had their MMR and are not eligible for MMRV.

o NHS |
Security
Agency

MEASLES MUMPS RUBELLA

7 g B
=z >
S - 3 =

This leaflet explains about
measles, mumps and rubélla
and the MMR vaccination
which helps protect against
all three diseases.

@ mmunisation

Helping to protect everyone, at every age.

MMR for all

This is also available in a range of languages and formats including

Audio Albanian

Easy Read Arabic
Bengali

Brazilian Portuguese

Bulgarian
Chinese
Dari

Farsi
French
Greek
Guijarati
Hindi
Kurdish

Latvian
Lithuanian
Nepali
Panjabi
Pashto
Polish
Romanian
Romany
Russian
Somali
Sorani
Spanish
Tagalog
Tigrinya

Turkish

Twi
Ukrainian
Urdu
Viethamese
Yiddish
Yoruba.
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https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/MMR%3A%20stop%20the%20spread/MMR1EN

Published assets

Stickers

A range of stickers are available to order to give to children after their vaccination

3 r "y

¢ L0OH F NHS)

'!

[nHs]

Butterfly stickers Bear stickers Sea creatures stickers Space stickers



https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Immunisation/IMMBEAR1
https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Immunisation/IMMSPACE01
https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Immunisation/IMMSEA01
https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Immunisation/IMMBTFL1

Children’s Health Records

Keeping the red book up to date

The Children’s Health Record book, more commonly known as the Red Book, is where childhood vaccinations are recorded,
amongst other health measures.

« The Red Book is currently being updated to reflect the new schedule.

« Until the new books are released, and parents have the new versions,
please order and use the newly created vaccine record inserts to
replace the pages in the existing books.

 The link to order books, inserts and further material with the new
schedule for the Red Book is here.
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https://www.healthforallchildren.com/the-pchr/

Communications Assets



Social Media Assets
MMRYV launch

The following assets can be used from 2 January 2026 to support the launch of the MMRV vaccine

Suggested social media copy

Chickenpox is usually mild — but it can occasionally lead to more
serious illness.

That’s why, from January, chickenpox protection is now included in the
routine vaccines given to babies and children.

Your GP / we will contact you when your child is due for their
appointment.

MMRV now protects children
against measles, mumps,
rubella — and chickenpox
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Social Media Assets
MMRYV launch

The following assets can be used from 2 January 2026 to support the launch of the MMRYV vaccine

m Suggested social media copy
n From January, the current MMR vaccine will be replaced by the MMRV
vaccine, which also protects against chickenpox.

JANUARY
2026

This updated vaccine will be offered at the new 18-month appointment.

You don’t need to do anything now — your GP will contact you when
your child is due.

From January, under-6s will be
offered MMRYV instead of MMR,
adding chickenpox protection.
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Social Media Assets
MMRYV explainer video — Chief Nurse, Alder Hey

A video has been recorded for use across social media channels and can be used from 2 January 2026, to support the launch of
MMRYV vaccine. Please download the video from the Campaign Resource Centre here

Suggested social media copy

Protection against chickenpox has now included in the childhood routine
vaccines. Listen to hear Nathan Askew, Chief Nurse at Alder Hey
discuss the MMRYV vaccine, who will be offered it and when they will be
invited.

/4

& Nathan Askew
Chief Nursing Officer |
Alder Hey Children's Hospital Trust
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https://campaignresources.dhsc.gov.uk/campaigns/vaccinations/introduction-of-mmrv-vaccine-the-new-18-month-appointment/

Social Media Assets

Childhood 0-5 years vaccine focused — Overall vaccine offer

The following assets can be used to support overall vaccine uptake in children
These assets, suggested lines and previous vaccine social media assets can be found on Futures here

Suggested social media copy

NHS

. ——— Childhood vaccinations help protect against serious illnesses like
Childhood vaccinations measles, meningitis and whooping cough.

It's important your child has their vaccines when invited — this gives
them the best protection at the right time.

More advice & https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-
when-to-have-them/'

The NHS childhood vaccine schedule offers
protection against serious illness. If you or
your child missed a vaccine, contact your
GP practice to catch up.
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https://future.nhs.uk/CommsLink/view?objectId=62279824
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/nhs-vaccinations-and-when-to-have-them/

Primary Care Screens

For further information about the MMRYV vaccine

These short video screens have been created to explain more about the MMRYV vaccine, including the non porcine gelatine
alternative. Please display on screen in high traffic areas and receptions.

i
There are two versions of the [L
MMRYV vaccine, protecting

against measles, mumps,
rubella and chicken pox.

From 1st January 2026
young children will be
. offered protection

against chicken pox
One contains porcine gelatine,
the other does not. Both are
safe and effective.

o ‘.'\"-.'4:' =

Ask your GP practice or nurse about the MMRV vaccine

Ask your GP practice or nurse about the MMRYV vaccine

Different versions of these screens can be downloaded here
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https://campaignresources.dhsc.gov.uk/campaigns/vaccinations/introduction-of-mmrv-vaccine-the-new-18-month-appointment/primary-care-screens/

Invitation letters

Inviting parents to book on the new schedule

Template letters have been created that explain the changes to the new schedule and introduction of MMRV. These will be
available shortly on the Publishing site here

[Provider-letterhead-plus-NHS logo] " [Provider-letterhead-plus-NHS-logo] " [Provider letterhead-plus-NHS-logo]{ "
1
Template letter-for-children-aged-13-months- Template-letter-for-children-aged-18months: Template-letter-for-children-aged-3-years 4::
olda old= ° months-olda
[GP-Surgery]{ T-[000-000-0000]1 [GP-Surgery] T-[000-000-0000]1 GP-Surgery]{| T-[000-000-0000]f
Firstaddress-line]f = Firstaddress-line] = First-address-linel] =
[Second-address-line]{ [Second-address-line]{ Second-address-line]{
Town/city]{l [Town/city]ff Town/city]f]
[County-Postcode]n [County-Postcode]a County-Postcode]a
[Date]s n [Date]s n [Date]n n
Dear{Name]{| Dear [Namelfl Dear-{Name]{|
«Insert-child’s-name-»’s-13-month-vaccinations-are-now-duef ild’s-name-»’s- inati i ’s-name-»’s-pt inatit 1
isi i impe y p-to-p your-child-is-a-safe-and-important-way to-help to-protect themfr your-child-is-a-safe-and-important way-to-help-to-pr hem from
infectious-diseases.-Once-your-child-has been-vaccinated-againsygiisease, their infectious-di -Once-your-chi i g their- infectious diseases. Once your child-has-been vaccinated-againsta e, their
y ght N N igher-risk-of- body-can-fightit-off-better.-When-children-are-not vaccinated, t igher risk-of- body-can fight-it-off-better.-When-children-are-not-vaccinated, they er-risk-of-
catching,-and-becoming-very-ill, from the-disease-and-passing ther-children catching,-and-becoming-very-ill, from the-disease-and-passing-it- er-children Ca':mr(‘g'ta":l becoming-very-ill fromthe-disease-and-passing it-on children
andinfants.

and-infants.

and-infants.

There-aretwo-vaccinations-your-child-needs' There-aretwo-vaccinations-your-child-may ne:

P

« - the-combined-or-6-in-1-vaccipe-that: ur-child-against-diphtheria,

- The-MenB°(meningocogcal-gr ster-vaccination-The"MenBvaccine-is: = the-combined-or-6-in-1-; your-child-against-diphtheria, pertussis-poliotetanus, Hi h js-vaccine is -called-Repevax
; pertussis-poliotetanus. is-L) This-vaccine-is-called-Repevax- B o ot =
and-does-not-col elal
Ao o X > Asecond y-missedit-previously-to-protect-against
1 .y e Uk o b 9 measigf muffips, kenpox.-In-the-UK-we have
;:Aa acrd-chicl E"p"; n the-UK‘we-have: . X 2MMI B bth-wark very-well, ProQuad-does-contain-porcine-gelatine-
|y > i © b ) theoth o work ty well, n:Z? e P o 3( and-the-other-dog kn e-If-you want-your-child to-have the-porcine-gelatine-free
2 o andthe other gesn't. If you want your child to-have the-porcine-gelatine free vaccine A ra-discuss it with-your-practice-nurse-or-GP-before-your-
ous finesses. The’PCVAvacaine is called Prevenar 13, furtherin- vaccing’ tetra-discuss-it with-your-practice-nurse-or-GP-before-your i el youre ¥
eaflet P ¥ appointment
appointment
« > First-dose-of MMRV-vaccine to-protect-against-measles,-mumps-and-rubella. in - MMR <
the-UK: MMRVevaccines. work: P > You-can-view-the’MMR*vaccine-patient leaflets-at:( !
gelatine-and-the-other-doesn't.-If you-want-your-child-to-have the-porcine ProQUad(
’ . Jtwithyour-p ProQUadf
the’MMRvaccine-patient leaflets-at:( Priorix-Tetrafl
Priorix-Tetrafl
« - Priorix{ 9 A18-month
You-can read-the-guide o the-18-month
« > MMRVaxpr hitps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccinations-t ed-18-months{l
_ i . . https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccinations-for-children-aged-18-months
phone i 1 I 's-name]’s-

13 months of age 18 months of age Pre-school



https://find-public-health-resources.service.gov.uk/Immunisation/IMMSPACE01

Bulletin / website copy

Suggested content for websites, bulletins and newsletters

Children are now offered protection against chickenpox, with the launch of the MMRYV vaccine

For most children chickenpox can be mild, but for others it can be serious and lead to complications and hospitalisation. So, from 1st
January 2026 children will now be offered protection against chickenpox in the NHS routine childhood vaccine schedule from 12
months old.

The chickenpox protection will be given in an MMRYV vaccine, which also protects against measles, mumps and rubella, giving
protection against 4 diseases in one. The first dose of the vaccine will be given children’s routine 12 month appointment and replaces
the MMR vaccine. The second dose will be routinely given at a new 18 month appointment for children born on or before 31st July
2024, with those born before this date getting their scheduled dose at their 3 years 4 month scheduled appointment.

Children who were born between 13t January 2020 and 315t August 2022 will be offered a single dose of MMRV from November 2026
as part of a catch up. For children over the age of 6 years, it is likely they have already had chickenpox and remain eligible for their
MMR vaccine.

These changes are taking place in line with clinical advice on the best way to protect children and babies from infectious diseases.

Please continue to book your child’s vaccination appointments when you receive your invite from your child’s GP practice. If you would
like any further information, please speak to your GP Practice.
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Frequently asked questions

A selection of MMRYV FAQs
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Frequently asked questions
Can parents ask for MMR instead of MMRV or MMRYV instead of MMR?

* Children eligible for MMRYV in their routine vaccine schedule are not eligible for MMR and vice versa.

* Vaccines should be administered as per the routine schedule as these have been recommended for efficacy for the child’s age.
* Ask the parent why they want MMR or MMRYV and explore the benefits of the vaccine offered for their age.

* Achild who has had chickenpox can still safely have MMRV.

« Should a child have had any of the diseases their preexisting immunity will inhibit replication of the vaccine viruses.

 Those born on or after 01.09.2022 will have likely already been exposed to chicken pox, so may already be immune.

« Avaricella only vaccine is also not available by request on the NHS routine schedule.
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Frequently asked questions

What if a child has no vaccination histog}y, or has come from abroad with
incomplete or unknown vaccine history~

Health care professional must check if the child has had any MMR or MMRYV vaccines with parents where possible.

If they have, check if they align with the NHS routine vaccine schedule and if they have received the vaccines for their age.
If they have not, vaccinate according to the routine schedule for their age.

If a child presents with no known vaccination history, vaccinate as per the NHS routine schedule.

For more information check the Incomplete or Unknown Status Vaccine Document _here
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-individuals-with-uncertain-or-incomplete-immunisation-status

Frequently asked questions

Why are some children given 3 doses of MMRV?

Children born between 1 July 2024 and 31 December 2024 should have received an MMR at 12 months, prior to the introduction of
the MMRYV programme. They will be offered 2 MMRYV vaccines at 18 months and 3 years 4 months.

The rationale for this is twofold. Children in this age cohort are less likely than older children to have been exposed to chickenpox
already and will have more peers who are susceptible to chickenpox. They also have 2 further scheduled appointments which
present the opportunity to give them 2 MMRYV doses. There are no safety concerns with giving 3 MMR-containing vaccines.

As both MMR and MMRYV vaccines are live, there is no additional risk of adverse events from giving additional doses.

For more Frequently asked questions please take a look at the MMRV programme information for healthcare providers
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals#5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals#5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmrv-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners/mmrv-vaccination-information-for-healthcare-professionals#5

Frequently asked questions

SAIS providers - What to do if SAIS IT system doesn’t record MMRV

The majority of MMRYV vaccines are expected to be delivered in GP Practices. However, some 0-19 services and SAIS delivering
catch up in schools will need to record the vaccine administration. Providers should aim to be ready to do this from 1st January 2026
and no later than the end of August 2026.

If the systems are not ready and you are unable to document MMRYV in the relevant GP or CHIS data system they should follow the
below guidance

* Children born between 1 January 2020 and 31 August 2022 who present late for either their first or second MMR dose should
receive an MMR. These children will be invited for an MMRV as part of the selective catch-up programme from November 2026

* Children born on or after 1 September 2022 who have never had an MMR-containing vaccine should be given their first dose
of MMR. This is very important to ensure that children receive a measles-containing vaccine at the earliest opportunity. These
children remain eligible for MMRYV and their parents or carers should be strongly advised to attend their GP for an MMRYV vaccine
so that their child can also be protected against chickenpox

« Children born on or after 1 September 2022 with a history of one MMR dose but who are late for their second dose should be
referred to their GP for an MMRV. However, if the provider thinks the child is not likely to be taken to the GP at a later date, they
should give a second MMR then. These children remain eligible for MMRV and their parents should still be encouraged to take
them to their GP so they can be offered protection against chickenpox
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England

Thank You
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